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GATESHEAD  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


For  Year  ended  31st  December,  J933. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection 
and  Treatment  of  School  Children  for  the  year  1933,  it  being  the 
Twenty-Fifth  of  the  series. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  at  all  the  Elementary 
Schools  in  the  Borough. 

The  inspections  have  been  continued  on  the  same  lines  as 
in  previous  years,  viz.  : — 

Routine  Inspection  of  all  Entrants. 

Routine  Inspection  of  all  Intermediates  (8  years  of  age). 

Routine  Inspection  of  all  Leavers  (12  years  and  over). 

Inspection  of  Other  Routines  (those  who  are  not  in  the  above 
age  groups). 

Specials — children  who  are  not  routines,  but  are  examined 
at  the  request  of  teachers,  parents  or  others  on  account 
of  a special  defect  or  disease. 

All  pupils  attending  the  Secondary  School  have  been  inspected 
and  particulars  appear  on  pages  27  to  34. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar 
General  to  the  middle  of  1933  was  124,320. 

The  number  of  scholars  on  the  books  in  December  was  21,461 
and  the  total  accommodation  26,023. 
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STAFF. 

Chief  School  Medical  Officer  (Medical  Officer  of  Health). 

Dr.  M.  B.  Herbst,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and 
Medical  Officer  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

Dr.  B.  Sergeant,  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and  Acting 
Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Dr.  H.  J.  Peters  ^ Assistant  School 

Dr.  R.  H.  Clayton  / Medical  Officers. 

Mr.  D.  Skinner,  E.D.S.,  School  Dentist. 

Mr.  H.  Myers,  E.D.S.,  School  Dentist. 

School  Nurses — who  are  also  Health  Visitors  : — 

F.  J.  J.  Bolland,  M.  McEachlan,  C.  Robson,  C.  Blythe, 
I.  Rouse,  E.  McHugh,  S.  Frisken,  M.  Bolam,  I.  Paling, 
N.  M.  Clayton,  B.  M.  Smith,  H.  Pratt,  C.  Moir. 
(Miss  Blythe  and  Miss  Pratt  left,  and  Miss  Moir 

commenced  duties  during  the  year). 

Four-ninths  of  the  School  Nurses'  time  is  apportioned  to  the 
School  Medical  Service,  the  remainder  being  apportioned  to 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  Tuberculosis. 

The  procedure  has  been  the  same  as  in  previous  years.  The 
School  Nurse  goes  in  advance  of  the  Medical  Officer,  when  she 
records  the  weights  and  heights  of  the  children,  examines  for 
uncleanliness  and  also  makes  a preliminary  test  of  the  vision 
with  Snellin’s  Test  Type. 

When  the  medical  inspection  is  finished  she  also  makes  a 
cleanliness  survey  of  the  remaining  scholars  in  the  school  so  as  to 
minimise  disturbance  of  school  arrangements. 

Following  up  of  defects  has  been  carried  out  by  the  School 
Nurses  as  heretofore.  All  children  with  ailments  requiring 
treatment  are  visited  and  revisited  to  ensure  that  medical  attention 
has  been  obtained. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent  during  the  year,  the  incidence 
being  particularly  heavy  during  the  fourth  quarter  when  517 
cases  were  notified,  as  against  128  in  the  first  quarter,  106  the 
second,  and  130  the  third  quarter. 

There  were  881  cases  notified  as  against  620  last  year  ; 553 
of  these  were  in  children  of  school  age  as  against  384  in  1932. 

There  was  a decline  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria 
amongst  school  children,  21  against  25  last  year,  and  also  in 
Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Pneumonia,  Erysipelas,  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  and  Other  Tubercular  Diseases. 
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The  following  shows  the  numbers  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
notified  amongst  school  children  as  compared  with  last  year. 

1933 

Small  Pox  Nil 

Scarlet  Fever  553 

Diphtheria  21 

Erysipelas 4 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  1 

Dysentery 1 

Pneumonia  37 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  35 
Other  Tubercular  Diseases  31 

683 

At  the  School  Clinic  the  following  numbers  of  children  were 
discovered  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases,  viz.  : — 


Chicken  Pox  26  against  35  last  year. 

Mumps  120  ,,  15  ,, 

Scarlet  Fever  4 ,,  Nil  ,, 


CO-RELATION  OF  THE  SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICE  WITH 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

As  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Tuberculosis,  Mental 
Deficiency,  School  Medical  Service,  and  Poor  Law  Medical  Service 
are  under  the  administration  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
there  is  complete  co-ordination  between  the  various  branches  of 
the  service. 

Consultations  and  enquiries  take  place  daily  between  the 
various  departments  in  relation  to  the  history  and  family  history 
of  exceptional  children. 

CLINICS. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  the  School  Clinic  during  the 
year  was  29,619,  an  increase  of  3,297  on  last  year. 

There  were  increases  in  Skin  Diseases,  Eye  Diseases,  Ear 
Defects,  principally  Otorrhoea,  Lacerations,  Abrasions,  Boils, 
Abscesses,  Whitlow  and  Burns  and  Scalds,  while  there  were 
decreases  in  Septic  Sores,  Ulcers  and  Sprains. 

The  total  number  of  cases  for  minor  eye  diseases  in  1932 
was  554  entailing  4,172  treatments,  whereas  the  total  for  1933 
is  388  entailing  4,280  treatments. 

Septic  sores  during  1932  were  716  with  3,522  treatments, 
whereas  in  1933  there  were  311  with  1,438  treatments. 


1932 

Nil 

384 

25 

6 

6 

73 

39 

56 

589 
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Ear  troubles  215  cases  with  996  treatments  in  1932  as  against 
207  cases  with  1,147  treatments  in  1933. 

These  merely  illustrate  the  variations  which  occur  from  year 
to  year. 

As  in  1932  there  was  only  one  holiday  camp  used,  for  which 
there  were  carried  out  338  inspections  and  101  re-inspections. 
Attendances  at  : — 

General  Clinic. 

First  Attendances  3087 

Re-attendances  20088 

Mental  Defectives  61 

Employment  of  Children  Bye-Eaws  91 

Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  children  before 

proceeding  to  Camp  439 

Ophthalmic  Clinic.  ... 

Refractions  857 

Dental  Clinic  

Visits  and  re-visits 

Total 


INSPECTIONS. 


The  following  numbers  of  children  were  medically  inspected  : 


Inspected  at  Schools. 

Routines — Entrants,  Intermediates 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

and  Reavers 

3554 

3244 

6798 

Other  Routines  

313 

196 

509 

Specials  

Children  in  receipt  of  free 

255 

249 

504 

meals  

259 

225 

484 

Special  Classes  for  Backward 

Children  

31 

18 

49 

Secondary  School  

Pupils  at  School  outside 

320 

308 

628 

Borough  

— 

25 

25 

Inspected  at  Clinic. 

Specials  

1689 

1398 

3087 

Re-examinations  

7649 

7435 

15084 

Mental  Defectives  

37 

24 

61 

Employment  of  Children  Bye-Raws  81 

10 

91 

Examination  of  children  before 

proceeding  to  Camp 

260 

179 

439 

14448 

13311 

27759 

4996 

29619 
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SURVEYS  FOR  UNCLEANLINESS. 


Surveys  for  uncleanliness  have  been  carried  out  as  in  previous 
years  and  continue  to  occupy  a fair  proportion  of  the  School 
Nurses’  time. 

Whilst  it  has  not  been  possible  to  make  a complete  survey 
cf  every  school  three  times  during  the  year,  extra  surveys  have 
been  made  of  the  schools  most  needing  them,  with  fewer  at  the 
clean  schools. 

The  average  over  all  the  schools  is  2-7  surveys. 

1,450  individual  children  wereffiound  to  be  unclean  as  against 
928  last  year,  entailing  353  first  visits  and  220  re-visits  to  the 
homes  by  the  School  Nurse. 

1,450  children  were  classed  as  unclean  : — 


Head  Vermin  and  Nits 276 

Nits  970 

Body  Vermin  30 

Dirty  174 


There  can  be  no  excuse  for  the  continued  harbouring  of  lice, 
either  of  head  or  body  which  in  the  main  indicates  carelessness 
and  laziness  of  the  parents  and  also  of  some  of  the  older  children 
in  not  attempting  to  eradicate  the  pests. 

The  presence  of  nits  is  the  potential  element  in  a crop  of  lice 
and  indicates  carelessness  in  a slighter  degree. 

A dirty  body  in  these  days  of  soap  and  water  is  the  outcome 
of  laziness  absolutely. 

While  all  these  conditions  are  easily  preventable  by  a little 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  individual  or  the  parents,  it  is  appalling 
to  think  that  in  addition  to  the  periodical  surveys  at  the  schools 
it  has  been  necessary  for  the  health  visitors  to  pay  extra  visits 
and  re-visits  to  the  homes  of  the  school  children  to  have  the 
conditions  remedied. 

If  then  it  is  appalling  to  cause  this  unnecessary  work  for 
school  nurses  it  is  nothing  short  of  criminal  to  be  guilty  of  neglect 
which  causes  children  loss  of  sleep,  loss  of  power  of  concentration 
and  attention  during  school  lessons,  and  the  production  of  ill- 
health  as  a consequence. 

I should  like  to  point  out  that  the  services  of  the  N.S.P.C.C. 
Inspector  have  been  helpful  to  us  in  dealing  with  some  of  the 
difficult  people. 


7 


FOLLOWING  UP  OF  DEFECTS. 


The  children  with  defects  found  at  the  inspection  have  been 
followed  up.  After  each  inspection  the  parents  are  notified  by 
letter  advising  that  treatment  be  obtained  except  in  the  case  of 
minor  ailments  when  instructions  are  given  for  the  child  to  attend 
the  school  clinic  for  treatment. 

After  a few  days  have  elapsed  the  Nurse  revisits  the  school 
and  makes  enquiries  as  to  the  condition  of  each  child  recommended 
for  treatment. 

If  no  treatment  has  been  obtained  she  then  visits  the  home 
and  impresses  on  the  parent  the  necessity  of  obtaining  medical 
advice. 

In  this  respect  1,484  first  visits  and  257  revisits,  a total  of 
1,741  were  entailed. 


TREATMENT. 

The  following  defects  received  treatment  : — 


Minor  ailments  (skin,  eye,  ear)  1437 

Other  minor  ailments  (injuries,  sores,  etc.)  1512 

Visual  and  other  eye  defects  909 

Nose  and  Throat  (operative  treatment  305)  411 

Dental  Defects  4990 

Other  Defects  1400 


10665 


The  number  of  defects  included  in  the  above  treated  at  the 
School  Clinic  were  : — No.  of  Defects  Total  No.  of 

or  Diseases.  treatments 

Skin  Diseases.  given. 

Impetigo  309  1726 

Ringworm 68  423 

Scabies  75  477 

Dermatitis  and  Eczema  66  577 

Verrucae  35  214 

Psoriasis  5 9 

Urticaria  4 9 

Icthyosis  3 4 

Herpes,  Chilblains  and 

Blisters  35  149 

Other  Diseases  10 — 610  50 
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No.  of  Defects 

Total  No.  of 

or  Diseases. 

treatments 

Eye  Diseases. 

given. 

Conjunctivitis  

239 

2601 

Blepharitis 

86 

999 

Keratitis  

12 

386 

Corneal  Ulcer  

1 

. 

Hordeolum  

48 

279 

Other  Diseases  

2—388 

15 

Ear  Diseases. 

Defective  Hearing  

23 

51 

Otorrhoea  

162 

1039 

Cerumen  

8 

34 

Otalgia  

10 

13 

Mastoid  Disease  

1 

6 

Tinitis  

3—207 

4 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects. 

Lacerations  

299 

1897 

Abrasions  and  Bruises 

237 

1124 

Septic  Sores  

311 

1438 

Boils  

76 

436 

Ulcers  

9 

40 

Abscesses  

88 

512 

Whitlow  

96 

600 

Sebaceous  Cysts  

3 

15 

Scalds  and  Burns  

61 

388 

Cellulitis 

13 

89 

Cervical  and  other  glands 

116 

387 

Sprains  

70 

171 

Fractures  

6 

16 

Osteitis  

2 

16 

Crushed  Finger  

1 

5 

Removing  Splinters  and 

other  foreign  bodies... 

25 

60 

Foot  Injuries  

7 

50 

Dog  Bites 

7 

34 

Wasp  Sting  

1 

12 

Haematoma  

1 

— 

Synovitis  

6 

23 

Ganglion  

3 

26 

Torticollis  

6 

19 

Other  Diseases  

14—1458 

65 

Visual  Defects  

852 

852 

Dental  Defects 

4996 

4996 

8511 


22336 
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FINDINGS  AT  ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 


The  diseases  and  defects  found  at  the  routine  inspections 
will  be  found  classified  on  Table  11. 

The  numbers  shown  as  specials  seen  at  the  Clinic  are  irrespec- 
tive of  those  discovered  at  school  and  are  sent  specially  to  the 
clinic  for  the  defects  named  by  the  Head  Teachers,  Attendance 
Officers,  School  Nurses,  etc.  Of  the  number  1,911  classified  under 
“ Other  diseases  and  defects,”  1,443  are  confined  to  minor 
ailments. 

VACCINATION. 

Of  the  7,811  children  inspected  at  school,  4,053  or  51-8% 
were  found  to  be  unvaccinated. 

The  number  found  unvaccinated  last  year  was  3,969  or  49-3%, 
and  in  1931  the  number  was  3,588  or  50-2%. 

CLOTHING  AND  FOOTGEAR. 

9 children  presented  for  medical  inspection  had  unsatisfactory 
clothing,  178  had  unsatisfactory  footwear,  and  37  were  without 
shoes  and  stockings,  which  is  a considerable  improvement  over 
last  year  when  the  figures  were  22,  281  and  48  respectively. 

NUTRITION. 

7189  children  or  92-036  were  classed  as  being  of  normal  nutrition. 
522  ,,  6-683  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  sub-normal  ,, 

100  ,,  1-280  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  the  subjects  of 

malnutrition. 

The  percentages  for  the  previous  4 years  are  as  follows  : — 


Normal. 

Sub-Normal. 

Malnutrition 

1932  

89-88 

8-78 

1-32 

1931  

92-72 

6-34 

•93 

1930  

92-02 

6-72 

1-24 

1929  

91-83 

6-48 

1-67 

Prior  to  last  year  I reported  a continued  improvement  in 
the  nutrition  of  the  children.  Past  year  there  was  a slight  break 
in  the  continuity.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  however  that  this  year 
just  about  equals  the  average  of  the  3 years  1929-1931  in  the 
percentage  of  normal  and  sub-normal  nutrition  and  also  mal- 
nutrition, 
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On  the  returns  therefore  we  have  great  reason  to  feel  satisfied 
that  the  efforts  put  forward  by  the  various  agencies,  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  Education  Committee,  in  the  distribution  of 
free  meals  to  the  school  children,  and  the  previous  aids  in  feeding 
of  infants  and  children  through  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
schemes  have  been  highly  successful. 

In  this  connection  we  must  not  overlook  the  fact  that  in 
many  instances  mothers  have  sacrificed  much  of  their  own  food 
and  nourishment  for  the  sake  of  the  children,  a plausible,  but 
very  dangerous  procedure  in  those  cases  where  a mother  has  to 
continue  working  after  a large  family. 


VISION. 

The  vision  of  6,198  children,  2,907  girls  and  3,291  boys, 
was  tested  with  Snellin’s  Test  Types. 


3,606  (1975  boys  and  1,631  girls)  were  found  to  have  normal 
vision  and  504  (245  boys  and  259  girls)  had  a slight  defect  (®+g). 

2,088  were  found  to  have  defective  vision. 


224  children,  125  boys  and  99  girls  were  found  to  have  squint, 
particulars  of  which  are  as  follow  : — 


Right  Internal . . 
Left  Internal  . . 
Double  Internal 
Right  Divergent 
Reft  Divergent 

Alternating  

Intermittent 


Boys.  Girls. 
44  35 

65  49 

1 — 

— 4 

1 1 

13  10 

1 — 


10  children  were  examined  who  previously  had  one  eye 
enucleated.  In  4 of  these  the  vision  of  the  remaining  eye  was 
normal  ; in  1 case  there  was  slight  defect,  but  in  the  remaining 
5 the  defect  was  sufficient  to  warrant  immediate  attention  by 
the  provision  of  glasses. 

304  children,  137  boys  and  167  girls  were  wearing  glasses 
at  the  time  of  the  inspection. 

The  vision  in  these  cases  was  tested,  and  where  necessary 
steps  were  taken  to  have  any  faults  corrected. 
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785  children  were  referred  for  treatment  and  619  were  required 
to  be  kept  under  observation. 

238  children  in  addition  were  sent  as  Specials  to  the  School 
Clinic  by  the  Head  Teachers  and  of  these  231  were  refracted. 

The  following  are  the  average  quinquennial  percentages 
since  1909  of  children  with  defective  eyesight,  the  defects  being 
greater  than  {j  + g. 

1909-1913  38-8  per  cent. 

1914-1918  34-4  „ 

1919-1923  41-9  „ 

1924-1928  40-6  „ 

1929-1933  36-2  „ 

The  large  waiting  list  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report  of 
children  needing  refraction  has  been  greatly  reduced  during 
the  year. 

Spectacles  supplied  to  children  are  tested  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers. 

Prior  to  October  of  this  year  a spectacle  fund,  which  had 
drawn  its  contributions  from  various  sources  was  administered 
through  the  Medical  Department  for  the  provision  of  spectacles 
to  poor  and  necessitous  children. 

The  number  making  application  for  and  needing  spectacles 
at  a reduced  rate  caused  the  Committee  to  feel  that  they  should 
be  responsible  for  finding  the  means. 

The  scheme 

[a)  applies  only  to  spectacles  recommended  by  the  School 
Medical  Service  and  obtained  through  the  Ivocal  Education 
Authority. 

(b)  involves  enquiries  as  to  means  and  assessment  of  amounts 
payable.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Education  Office  Staff  (through 
the  Attendance  Department)  and  the  collection  of  monies  dealt 
with  at  the  Education  Office  as  in  the  case  of  special  school 
contributions,  etc. 

The  scale  of  payment  is  determined  by  the  family  income. 

The  income  is  taken  as  the  total  weekly  family  income  after 
paying  rent. 
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REMARKS  BY  DRS.  MEREST  AND  SERGEANT  ON  THE  EYE 

CLINIC. 

We  beg  to  submit  a report  on  the  work  of  the  Eye  Clinic 
for  1933. 

Appointments  were  made  for  1,429  children,  and  of  these 
975  presented  themselves  for  examination  ; 123  children  were 

found  to  be  wearing  suitable  glasses  or  did  not  require  glasses, 
some  needing  other  forms  of  treatment.  852  children  were  sub- 
mitted to  refraction  and  glasses  were  prescribed  in  771  cases, 
the  remaining  81  children  not  requiring  glasses,  or  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  diseases  of  the  eyes  which  necessitated 
treatment  elsewhere. 

The  children  requiring  other  forms  of  treatment  were  referred 
to  their  own  medical  attendant,  to  the  School  Clinic,  or  to  one 
of  the  hospitals.  f 

658  children  have  obtained  glasses  during  the  year,  whilst 
many  others  are  paying  weekly  sums,  and  will  obtain  them  after 
a few  weeks. 

It  will  be  noted  that  454  of  the  children  sent  for  did  not 
attend  at  the  Eye  Clinic. 

It  would  appear  that  the  parents  of  these  children  are  either 
indifferent  as  to  the  condition  of  their  children’s  eyesight,  or  they 
are  not  aware  of  the  harm  they  do  by  neglecting  to  have  early 
treatment. 

During  the  year  11  children  were  found  to  have  such  bad 
vision  even  when  corrected  by  suitable  glasses,  that  they  are 
severely  handicapped  under  their  present  conditions  in  our 
ordinary  schools.  For  these  together  with  others  found  in  previous 
years,  a sight  saving  class  might  be  commenced  with  benefit. 

81  children,  who  were  submitted  to  refraction,  were  found  to 
be  suffering  from  squint  of  some  years’  standing.  Some  of  these 
children  had  not  had  any  treatment,  and  it  is  evident  that  there 
are  still  many  parents  who  do  not  seem  to  realise  the  necessity 
for  treating  this  condition  when  it  first  develops,  but  wait  until 
the  child  has  reached  school  age. 

Parents  are  requested  to  report  with  their  children  for  re- 
examination after  an  interval  of  6 months  or  one  year,  and  an 
increasing  number  are  taking  advantage  of  this,  although  at  the 
routine  examinations  in  the  schools,  it  is  found  that  some  children 
who  have  lost  or  broken  their  glasses  are  doing  without  them 
instead  of  securing  new  ones. 

This  year  we  have  devoted  extra  time  to  the  Eye  Clinic 
with  the  result  that  the  waiting  list  has  been  brought  almost 
up-to-date. 
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Of  the  852  children  submitted  to  refraction,  the  following 


conditions  were  noted  : — 

Hypermetropic  Astigmatism  311 

Hypermetropia  (or  long  sight)  191 

Myopia  (or  short  sight)  100 

Myopic  Astigmatism  70 

Mixed  Astigmatism  96 

Anisometropia  (or  refraction  different  in 

each  eye)  37 


The  remaining  47  had  no  error  or  required  other  forms  of 
treatment. 

We  find  that  hypermetropic  astigmatism  is  the  commonest 
error  among  children  in  the  elementary  schools,  whereas  the 
commonest  error  among  the  Secondary  School  children  is  myopia. 

THROAT  AND  NOSE  DEFECTS. 

The  following  throat  and  nose  defects  were  discovered 


during  the  medical  inspections  at  the  schools  : — 

Enlarged  Tonsils 264 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  459 

Adenoids  5 

Slightly  enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  ...  766 
Enlarged  Submaxillary  and  Cervical  Glands  342 
Mouth  Breather  20 

Of  these  the  following  were  referred  for  treatment  : — 

Enlarged  Tonsils 107 

Adenoids  2 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  447 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  26 

Other  throat  conditions  16 

In  addition  the  following  specials  sent  direct  to  the  clinic 
were  required  to  obtain  treatment  : — 

Enlarged  Tonsils 1 

Adenoids  11 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  173 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  74 

Other  throat  conditions  132 


235  children  were  examined  during  the  routine  inspection 
who  had  previously  had  operative  treatment. 
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291  children  received  operative  treatment  during  the  year 
at  the  Children’s  Hospital,  Gateshead,  under  the  scheme  of  the 
Cocal  Authority  and  14  children  had  operative  treatment  apart 
from  the  scheme. 

In  addition  106  children  received  other  forms  of  treatment 
through  medical  practitioners  and  institutions. 

The  scheme  for  this  branch  of  the  work  has  been  carried  out 
as  in  previous  years. 

The  attendance  officers  make  enquiries  of  all  cases  recommended 
for  treatment  as  to  family  circumstances,  and  collect  the  necessary 
fees  to  be  paid  according  to  scale  of  family  income. 

After  treatment  has  been  obtained  notice  is  sent  to  this 
Department  from  the  Children’s  Hospital  when  each  child  has 
been  discharged  from  hospital. 

These  are  then  followed  up  immediately  by  the  School 
Nurses  to  ensure  that  the  necessary  after  care  is  given  to  each 
child. 

397  visits  were  made  to  these  cases. 


HEARING  AND  EAR  DEFECTS. 

At  the  routine  inspections  122  children  were  discovered  with 
defective  hearing  (59  girls  and  63  boys),  67  with  Single  Otorrhoea, 
1 with  Double  Otorrhoea,  and  60  with  excessive  wax  in  the  ears. 

Of  these  the  following  were  referred  for  treatment  or  were 
required  to  be  kept  under  observation. 

Treatment.  Observation. 

Defective  Hearing  97  31 

Otitis  Media 57  19 

Other  Ear  Diseases  27  — 


Irrespective  of  the  above  the  following  were  recorded  at  the 
School  Clinic  : — 


Defective  Hearing  40 

Otitis  Media 136 

Other  Ear  Diseases  24 


At  the  School  Clinic  treatment  was  given  for  the  following 
defects  : — 


Defective  Hearing  23 

Otorrhoea  162 

Mastoid  Disease  1 

Cerumen  8 

Otalgia  10 

Other  Defects  3 
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DENTAL  REPORT  FOR  1933  (Mr.  D.  Skinner,  L.D.S.  and  Mr.  H. 

R.  Myers,  D.D.S.) 

We  beg  to  submit  a report  on  the  work  of  the  School  Dental 
Clinic  for  the  year  1933. 

The  work  was  carried  out  on  similar  lines  as  in  previous  years 
and  the  figures  given  in  Group  V.  Table  IV.  represent  the  work 
done  for  the  year. 

The  numbers  inspected  in  the  years  1930,  1931,  1932,  and  1933 
respectively  were  5,487,  4,983,  7,021  and  6,793  and  the  percentages 
needing  treatment  were  83-16,  79-11,  65-81  and  60-69. 

Considering  that  in  1930  we  deemed  over  83%  of  the  children 
inspected  needed  treatment,  it  is  rather  encouraging  to  find  that 
in  four  years  this  figure  has  fallen  to  about  61%. 

“ Specials  ” are  those  children  of  any  school  age  (apart  from 
the  routine  age  groups),  and  are  referred  to  us  in  cases  of  urgency 
by  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officers,  the  Tuberculosis  Medical 
Officer  or  by  the  Head  Teachers  through  the  School  Clinic. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  latest  type  of  gas- 
oxygen  apparatus  was  installed  in  the  Dental  Clinic  and  general 
anaesthetics  were  administered  in  cases  of  extensive  operation 
or  to  children  of  a highly  nervous  disposition.  In  all  cases  of 
general  anaesthetics  the  child  was  thoroughly  examined  by  an 
Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and  one  of  the  School  Nurses 
was  in  attendance  during  the  operation.  These  operations  are 
usually  performed  on  Saturday  mornings  so  that  the  child  may 
have  the  week-end  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  general 
anaesthetics  before  returning  to  school.  Whilst  it  is  somewhat 
early  to  form  any  definite  conclusions  concerning  this  method  of 
extraction  it  is  apparent  that  it  is  becoming  increasingly  popular 
with  many  parents. 

Conservative  treatment  was  performed  wherever  possible 
but  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  teeth  were  so  hopelessly  decayed 
and  beyond  repair  that  extraction  was  the  only  possible  remedy. 
There  have  been  instances  where  children  have  failed  to  keep 
appointments  for  conservative  treatment  showing  that  some 
parents  still  adopt  an  antagonistic  attitude  towards  this  method 
of  treatment. 

We  have  had  many  cases  where  parents  have  asked  to  have 
the  tooth  extracted  rather  than  take  the  professional  advice  of 
the  dentists  who  have  advised  that  the  tooth  should  be  filled. 
This,  in  our  opinion,  shows  the  apathy  of  the  parents  with  regard 
to  the  welfare  of  their  children’s  teeth.  The  parent  considers  that 
once  the  tooth  is  removed  they  are  relieved  from  any  further 
inconvenience, 
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The  majority  of  permanent  teeth  extracted  are  six  year  old 
molars.  This  is  due  to  the  lack  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  many 
parents,  who  think  this  most  important  tooth  is  the  last  of  the 
temporary,  and  not  the  first  of  the  permanent  dentition. 

There  is  still  a number  of  children  who  must  be  classed  as 
“ casuals  ” and  whose  parents  have  refused  the  offer  of  treatment 
after  the  routine  inspection  at  the  schools.  To  refuse  these  children 
treatment  at  this  period  would  make  them  the  innocent  sufferers 
through  the  neglect  of  their  parents. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

During  the  routine  inspection  8 children  were  discovered  to 
be  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  13  were  classed 
as  “ suspected  ” to  be  suffering  from  this  disease.  26  children 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  as 
follows  : — 


Tuberculosis  of  Glands  

„ „ Spine  

„ „ Hip  

„ ,,  Other  Bones  and  Joints 

„ „ Skin  

,,  ,,  Other  Forms  


12 

1 

6 

6 

1 


At  the  School  Clinic  the  following  were  discovered  : — 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 1 

,,  ,,  (suspected)  ......  7 

Tuberculosis  of  Glands  3 

„ „ Spine  

„ „ Hip  — 

,,  ,,  Other  Bones  and  Joints 3 


,,  ,,  Other  Porms  — 

There  is  close  co-operation  between  the  Tuberculosis  Dis- 
pensary and  the  School  Clinic.  A scheme  is  in  operation  whereby 
all  definite  and  suspected  cases  are  referred  to  the  Dispensary. 

The  Tuberculosis  Officer  keeps  each  child  under  observation 
and  when  the  children  are  fit  to  attend  school,  the  card  relating 
to  each  case  is  then  transferred  to  the  School  Clinic. 

During  the  year  8 boys  and  7 girls  were  referred  from  the 
School  Clinic  by  the  School  Medical  Officers  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  an  opinion.  4 of  these  were  certified  as  definite,  1 was 
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classed  as  suspected  and  to  be  kept  under  observation,  and  the 
remaining  10  were  classed  as  being  non-tuberculous  but  were 
referred  back  to  the  School  Clinic  for  observation. 

The  following  is  the  total  number  of  known  Tuberculous 
school  children  in  the  Borough  on  31st  December,  1933. 


Active  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  52 

Quiescent  or  Arrested  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  94 

Tuberculosis  of  Peripheral  Glands  51 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis  61 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints  50 

Tuberculosis  of  Other  Organs  7 


HEART  AND  CIRCULATION. 

The  number  of  children  examined  at  school  referred  for 
treatment  or  required  to  be  kept  under  observation  is  as  follows  : — 

Treatment.  Observation. 


Organic  Heart  Disease  21  19 

Functional  Heart  Disease 2 19 

Anaemia  31  16 

At  the  School  Clinip  the  following  were  discovered  : — 

Organic  Heart  Disease  7 

Functional  Heart  Disease 1 — 

Anaemia  68 


130  54 


DEFECTIVE  AND  EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 

The  following  numbers  of  Mentally  Defective  and  Backward 
Children  were  reported  during  the  routine  inspection  : — 

Mental  Defective.  Retarded  3 years.  Retarded  2 years. 


Boys  11  3 2 

Girls  19  4 12 


30  7 14 


61  children  were  examined  under  the  Model  Regulations, 
Section  1 (1)  of  the  Elementary  Education  (Defective  and  Epileptic 
Children  Act,  1899)  and  Section  31  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act, 
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Males.  Females 


Total. 


Mental  Defective  . . . . . 

25 

10 

9 

Imbecile  

2 

1 

1 

Dull  and  Backward  

15 

8 

7 

Normal  

5 

3 

2 

Physically  Defective  and 

Backward  

9 

0 

3 

Phvsically  Defective  

1 

1 

— 

Epileptic  

2 

1 

1 

Neurotic  and  Unstable  

2 

1 

1 

61 

37 

24 

The  following  is  the  number  of 

children 

under  10 

years  of 

age  who  are  on  the  Register  under  these  Regulations,  Form  300  M. 

being  completed  in  respect  of  each  child. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females 

Mental  Defective  

89 

52 

37 

Epileptic  

5 

3 

2 

Delinquent  

1 

1 

— 

Neurotic  and  Unstable  

3 

2 

1 

Physically  Defective  and 

Backward  

4 

4 

Dull  or  Backward  under  14  years 

07 

40 

27 

Dull  or  Backward  over  14  years 

25 

15 

10 

In  addition  the  records  show 
Imbecile  

9 

5 

4 

Mental  Defective,  uneducable 

14 

9 

5 

SPECIAL  CLASSES  FOR  DULL  AND  BACKWARD  CHILDREN. 

The  children  in  the  special  classes  have  continued  to  make 
good  progress  during  the  year.  Three  children  were  transferred 
back  to  the  ordinary  school. 

Each  child  has  been  medically  examined,  special  attention 
being  given  to  the  mental  condition. 

The  teachers  make  a careful  study  of  each  child,  and  the 
teaching  is  modified  in  accordance  with  the  capacity  of  the  child. 

The  following  are  a few  extracts  from  the  teachers'  detailed 
report  ; — 
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A.  — Entered  the  class  in  January,  1931. 

Did  not  know  all  the  letters.  Could  not  read.  Could  not 
manipulate  units,  did  not  understand  money  values.  Now 
reads  from  Victory  Reader  III.  Knows  4 rules  in  hundreds, 
tens  and  units  and  4 rules  in  pounds,  shillings  and  pence. 

B.  — Entered  the  class  in  April,  1932. 

Knew  the  letters  and  a few  small  words.  Could  count  and 
manipulate  units,  did  not  understand  money  values.  Now 
reads  Victory  Reader  IV.  Knows  4 rules  in  hundreds,  tens 
and  units,  and  4 rules  in  shillings  and  pence. 

C.  — Entered  the  class  in  May,  1930. 

Knew  the  letters  and  a few  small  words.  Could  count  but 
could  not  manipulate  numbers,  did  not  understand  money 
values.  Now  reads  from  Oxford  Reader  Book  I.  Knows 
4 rules  in  tens  and  units  and  4 rules  in  shillings  and  pence. 

DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN  IN  INSTITUTIONS. 

31st  December,  1933. 

Boys.  Girls.  Total. 


Northern  Counties’  Institution  for  Deaf 

and  Dumb,  Newcastle  5 4 9 

St.  John’s  Institution  for  the  Deaf, 

Boston  Spa  — 4 4 

Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind, 

Newcastle  16  7 

Yorkshire  School  for  the  Blind  1 — 1 

Eiverpool  Catholic  Blind  School  1 — 1 

Abbotskerswell  Blind  School  — 1 1 

Sunshine  Home,  Stockport  — 2 2 

St.  Vincent’s,  Eastcote  1 — 1 

Home  for  Crippled  Children,  Gosforth  1 — 1 

Eiverpool  Children’s  Rest — 1 1 

Prudhoe  Hall  Colony  (Mental  Defectives)  — 11 

Besford  Court  1 — 1 

Beacon  School  for  Mentally  Defective 

Children,  Richfield  12  3 

Dovecot  Horticultural  School  for  Men- 
tally Defective  Children,  Knotty 

Ash  — 1 1 

Bigod’s  Hall,  Dunmow  1 — 1 


13  22  35 
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FREE  MEALS  FOR  NECESSITOUS  CHILDREN. 


The  number  of  meals  supplied  is  as  follows  : — 


1933 

Breakfasts  

Average  Number  per 

day  

Dinners  144066 

Average  number  per 

day  576 


1932 

1931 

1930 

1929 

117761 

79095 

67788 

67785 

471 

316 

275 

275 

During  the  routine  inspections  484  children  who  were  in 
receipt  of  free  meals  were  examined. 

Periodical  inspections  of  the  food  centres  have  been  made 
and  on  the  whole  have  been  found  satisfactory. 


EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN  RYE-LAWS. 

Under  these  Bye-Eaws  81  boys  and  10  girls  made  application 
and  after  medical  examination,  certificates  were  granted  in  91 


cases  for  : — 

Delivering  Newspapers  73 

Delivering  Milk  » 9 

Theatricals  9 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ORGANISERS  OF  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION, 

1933. 

General. 

The  term  “ Physical  Education  ” is  now  being  interpreted 
in  a much  wider  sense  than  formerly  and  a great  forward  movement 
is  taking  place. 

In  1933  the  Board  of  Education  issued  a new  syllabus  for 
use  in  Infants’,  Junior  and  Primary  Schools  and  suitable  for  use 
also  in  Senior  unreorganised  schools.  The  inclusion  in  the  syllabus 
of  work  suitable  for  Infants  should  ensure  continuity  of  teaching 
through  the  departments. 

Syllabus  of  Physical  Training  in  Schools,  1933. 

The  advent  of  a revised  syllabus  has  been  eagerly  anticipated 
for  some  time  and  its  publication  has  been  received  with  keen 
interest.  In  recent  years  there  has  been  much  research  into 
problems  of  Physical  Education  which  has  resulted  in  many 
changes  in  thought  and  practice  : such  changes  are  reflected 
throughout  in  the  material  of  the  new  book. 
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It  is,  therefore,  of  the  utmost  importance  that  all  teachers 
should  familiarise  themselves  with  the  ideas  put  forward  and 
with  the  means  of  putting  those  ideas  into  practice.  The  special 
classes  for  teachers  in  the  town  furnish  opportunity  for  this  and 
we  urge  upon  all  the  great  importance  of  taking  any  further 
available  opportunity  of  attending  such  courses. 

Of  particular  interest  to  all  concerned  in  the  work  of  Physical 
Education  is  the  emphasis  in  the  syllabus  on  the  spirit  of  the 
lesson,  the  value  of  good  posture  at  all  times,  the  importance 

u 

of  the  daily  lesson,  suitable  clothing  and  equipment,  the  under- 
standing of  rhythmic  work  and  the  inclusion  of  simple  abdominal 
exercises  from  the  sitting  and  lying  positions. 

Organised  Games. 

The  necessity  for  preparation  to  secure  a well-organised 
games’  period  has  frequently  been  stressed. 

It  is  in  the  organised  games  section  of  the  physical  education 
scheme  that  we  aim  in  building  a foundation  so  that  the  child 
in  post-school  days  may  have  a sure  basis  on  which  to  test  his 
energy  and  ability  in  major  games,  and  to  take  his  place  in  the 
community,  understanding  team  work  and  in  the  ultimate  issue, 
corporate  life.  It  will  also  foster  a desire  for  a healthful  use  of 
leisure.  To  this  end  minor  team  games  and  group  practices  must 
receive  due  time  and  attention. 

Play  Fields. 

(i.)  St.  Alban’s. — The  field  was  used  during  and  outside  school 
hours  as  last  year. 

(ii.)  Bensham. — The  field  was  used  as  last  year. 

(iii.)  The  British  Ropes  Works  Ground. — Again  the  use  of  the 

ground  for  the  same  two  schools  was  granted.  For  this,  thanks  are 
extended  to  the  firm  for  their  help  and  generosity. 

(iv.)  Old  Fold  . — This  field  is  not  yet  available  for  school  use. 

(v.)  Whinney  House. — During  the  summer  terms  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  use  of  the  field  for  Tow  Fell  Mixed  and 
Blessed  Sacrament  Mixed  Schools. 

Unfortunately,  we  have  no  security  of  tenure  of  any  of  these 
grounds.  The  acquisition  of  suitable  sites  for  the  use  of  school 
children  alone  would  be  of  great  value  to  the  work. 
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SWIMMING. 

To  develop  this  branch  of  physical  education  it  is  hoped  that 
it  will  be  possible,  at  some  future  date,  to  have  a swimming  bath 
primarily  for  the  use  of  school  children.  With  such  a bath  in 
existence,  facilities  would  be  provided  for  school  children  only, 
all  day  and  each  school  day  during  the  summer  months. 

This  year  twenty-nine  classes  of  senior  boys  were  catered 
for  and  it  was  possible  to  arrange  eleven  classes  during,  and  one 
class  after,  school  hours  for  senior  girls. 

The  following  are  comparative  statistics  for  the  past  two 
years  : — 

No.  of  weeks  of  Total  No.  of  Average  No.  of 
Instruction.  Attendances  Attendances 


made.  made. 

1932  Boys  ...  17—19  15,683  762 

Girls  ...  17  5,351  260 

1933  Boys  ...  18—22  14,979  749 

Girls  ...  21  5,742  273 


The  following  is  a table  of  this  year’s  results  as  reported  by 
Mr.  W.  H.  Darke,  Hon.  Examiner  : — 

1st  Class  2nd  Class  Other  Total 

Certificate.  Certificate.  Swimmers.  Examined. 


Boys  233  247  157  714 

Girls  67  93  68  295 


As  the  Swimming  Bath  remained  open  during  the  winter 
months  opportunities  of  instruction  in  life-saving  were  offered, 
after  school  hours,  to  about  100  school  children  who  were 
sufficiently  advanced  to  receive  such  instruction. 

NEW  SENIOR  WORK. 

One  man  teacher  from  each  of  St.  Cuthbert’s  Boys  and  St. 
Joan  of  Arc  Senior  Mixed  Schools,  and  one  woman  teacher  from 
St.  Joan  of  Arc  Senior  Mixed  School  had  a course  of  intensive 
training  at  the  summer  school  in  order  to  proceed  with  new 
Senior  work. 

The  Boys’  work  is  based  upon  the  Reference  Book  of  Gymnastic 
Training  for  Boys.  An  essential  point  is  the  careful  coaching  of 
leaders  in  handling  performers  in  vaulting  and  agility  exercises. 

These  schools  were  equipped  with  portable  apparatus  and 
there  is  promise  of  good  work  being  done. 

The  work  of  the  girls  in  the  other  schools  equipped  with 
portable  apparatus  is  progressing  satisfactorily. 
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TEACHERS’  CLASSES  AND  DEMONSTRATIONS. 

Date.  Attendance. 

(a)  Demonstration  Lectures  for  Sat.  4th, 

Infants’  Teachers  11th,  18th  Feb.  90 

(b)  Demonstration  for  all  teachers  22nd  March  300 

This  was  held  in  the  Baths,  Mulgrave  Terrace. 

All  types  of  physical  education  (except  swimming)  were 
demonstrated  by  classes,  twelve  departments  taking  part,  440 
children  performing. 

(c)  Games  Coaching  for  Women  Teachers  16th  May  16 

(d)  Sports  Day  Demonstration  28th  June 

A demonstration  of  new-type  Senior  work  was  given  on  the 
North  Durham  Cricket  Ground  by  massed  classes. 

(a)  154  boys  representing  11  schools  working  as  one  class. 

(b)  108  girls  representing  2 schools  working  as  one  class. 

OUT  OF  SCHOOL  ACTIVITIES. 

The  members  of  these  voluntary  associations  are  helping 
greatly  in  developing  in  the  child  a sane  conception  of  the  use  of 
leisure. 

Reports  as  under  : — 

Schools’  Cricket  Association. 

A Schools’  Cricket  Association  functions  during  the  summer 
months  in  the  form  of  a knock-out  competition,  the  matches 
being  played  on  the  North  Durham  C.C.  Ground,  on  Saturday 
mornings  and  evenings. 

Last  3^ear  the  Town  Cricket  Team  played  the  Newcastle  Boys 
both  at  Gateshead  and  at  Newcastle. 

Other  inter-school  matches  were  played  on  the  Education 
Committee’s  Grounds,  but  lack  of  good  pitches  is  a serious 
handicap  to  the  full  development  of  the  Association. 

Schools’  Football  Association. 

The  S.F.A.  is  a voluntary  organisation  conducted  by  the 
teachers  of  the  town,  and  affiliated  to  the  Durham  Count}7'  School 
F.A.  and  also  to  the  English  Schools’  F.A. 

Every  senior  school  in  the  town,  including  the  Secondary 
and  Central  Schools,  is  a member  of  the  Association.  A League 
Programme  is  carried  through  in  two  Divisions  and  knock-out 
Competitions  are  organised  for  trophies  presented  by  Aid.  Wardill, 
Aid.  Mrs.  Wicks,  Ex-Inspector  Elliott  and  Mr.  Thirlwall,  which 
provide  games  for  the  boys  every  Saturday  and  many  evenings 
during  the  season. 
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A Town  Team,  composed  of  the  best  boys  in  the  Schools, 
is  entered  for  the  English  Schools’  Shield,  and  other  charity 
competitions,  and  these  matches  often  provide  excursions  of 
great  educational  value  in  addition  to  the  actual  game.  The 
Gateshead  Boys’  Team  this  year  visited  Stoke  and  has  entertained 
the  Rotherham  Boys  and  Stoke  Boys  at  Gateshead.  One  boy  has 
been  capped  by  Durham  County  this  year. 

Owing  to  the  large  number  of  Schools  in  the  Association 
and  the  big  programme  undertaken,  games  are  somewhat  inter- 
fered with  by  lack  of  suitable  grounds  but  the  Association  is 
indebted  to  the  Education  Committee,  to  the  Gateshead  A.E.A. 
and  other  senior  clubs  in  the  town  for  granting  the  use  of  their 
grounds,  free  or  at  a small  rental. 

Schools’  Sports  Association. 

The  Schools’  Sports  Association  holds  an  annual  Sports 
Meeting  in  June  on  the  North  Durham  Enclosure,  when  usually 
over  a thousand  children  compete  in  Field  and  Flat  Events.  Many 
more  children  take  part  in  the  preliminary  trials  which  each  school 
holds  to  select  its  champions,  who  compete  on  Sports  Day  for  the 
Championship  Shields,  one  for  Boys  and  the  other  for  Girls. 

In  addition,  Demonstrations  of  Physical  Training,  Games, 
Dancing  and  Gymnastic  Displays  are  given. 

Schools’  Rugby  Football  Association. 

Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  this  season  despite  the 
fact  that  no  new  school  teams  have  been  formed. 

Friendly  fixtures  were  arranged  and  the  most  pleasing  feature 
of  the  games  was  the  improved  form  of  the  Windmill  Hills  Boys’ 
School  Team,  three  boys  of  which  played  for  the  Gateshead  Town 
Team  and  one  boy  was  chosen  as  reserve  for  Durham  County 
Boys’  Team. 

Only  one  Gateshead  boy  was  included  in  the  Durham  County 
Boys  XV.  against  the  Northumberland  County  Boys  XV.  at 
Gateshead  on  January  20th,  although  two  boys  were  chosen  as 
reserves. 

A promising  Gateshead  Town  XV.  was  selected  and  met 
Sunderland  Boys  in  the  P'irst  Round  of  the  Durham  County 
Schoolboys’  Cup  Competition  but  were  defeated  after  a hard 
game  by  a bigger  and  stronger  team. 


Net  Ball  League. 

We  feel  that  this  is  firmly  established  as  a game  for  our 
girls  throughout  the  schools,  and  that  through  this,  other  organisa- 
tions desirous  of  providing  healthful  recreation  for  young  folk 
are  coming  under  its  influence. 

We  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Education  Committee  for  the 
facilities  they  kindly  granted,  which  enabled  us  to  organise 
tournaments  for  school  girls  and  ex-school  girls. 

The  Gateshead  School  Girls’  League  held  its  second  tourna- 
ment on  Saturday,  10th  June.  It  was  a most  successful  event. 
We  were  most  pleased  to  welcome  so  many  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  hope  that  all  will  find  it  possible  to  be  present  at  the 
next  tournament.  Kelvin  Grove  Girls  hold  the  Shield  and  win 
our  congratulations. 

The  Northumberland  and  Durham  School  Girls’  League  held 
its  tournament  again  in  Gateshead  on  Saturday,  1st  July.  Again 
we  had  an  interesting  and  successful  time.  The  Shield  of  that 
League  is  again  housed  in  Gateshead,  and  for  that  we  congratulate 
Kelvin  Grove  Girls. 

The  Northumberland  and  Durham  Senior  League  were 
afforded  facilities  here  to  hold  their  first  tournament  on  the 
evening  of  Wednesday,  27th  September.  This  is  the  beginning 
of  the  realisation  of  an  ambition  to  provide  open-air  recreation 
for  our  ex-school  girls. 

(Signed)  Herbert  L.  Atkinson, 

Etiiee  D.  Johnston. 

Organisers  of  Physical  Education. 

SCHOOL  PREMISES. 

The  Education  Authority  has  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1933,  carried  out  alterations  and  improvements  to 
schools  as  follows  : — 

Out  Offices. — The  remodelling  of  latrines  has  been  carried  out 
at  11  schools. 

Painting  and  Cleaning  of  Schools. — Six  schools  were  redecorated. 

Electric  Light  Installations. — Electric  light  installed  at  Brighton 
Avenue  Junior  and  Infants  and  Chester  Place  Schools  and 
in  the  Plandicraft  Centre  at  Pipewellgate. 

Heating. — A new  boiler  has  been  installed  at  Alexandra  Road 
School. 
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Alterations,  Repairs,  etc. — The  following  works  have  been  carried 

out  : — 

South  Street  Schoor— Floors  made  good  in  Boys  and  Girls 
Departments  and  removal  of  galleries  in  two  classrooms 
in  Girls’  School. 

Prior  Street  Junior  and  Infants  School — Cement  floors 
relaid  in  corridors,  light  and  ventilation  improved  in  one 
classroom.  Gallery  removed  in  another  classroom  and 
floor  made  good. 

Brighton  Avenue  School— Teachers’  lavatory  provided 
inside  the  building,  Girls’  Department.  Two  additional 
windows  provided  in  north-east  classroom  in  the  Junior 
Department  to  improve  the  light. 

Victoria  Junior  School— New  wash  basins  provided  in  two 
lavatories. 

Chester  Place  School — Worn  out  flooring  relaid  and  general 
repairs  carried  out. 

Sunderland  Road  Girls’  School — Portions  of  floors  relaid. 
Additional  radiator  fixed  in  Classroom  3. 

SECONDARY  SCHOOL. 

At  the  Secondary  School  the  medical  inspection  is  done  once 
annually  at  which  all  the  pupils  are  examined. 

There  were  also  examined  at  the  Convent  of  the  Sacred  Heart, 
Newcastle,  25  Gateshead  pupils. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  Gateshead  Secondary 
vSchool  : — 

Ages  9-10  10-11  11-12  12-13  13-14  14-15  15-16  16-17  17-18  18-19  19-20 

Boys  — 7 47  62  76  39  48  27  11  3 — 320 

Girls  — 5 49  51  86  44  46  18  7 2 — 308 


— 12  96  113  162  83  94  45  18  5 — 628 


The  following  are  the  findings  of  the  Routine  Examination 
from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  scholars  on  the  whole  are  in 
good  physical  condition. 

Nutrition  : — 

99-0%  boys  are  classed  as  Normal  and  Excellent. 

•9%  boys  are  classed  as  Sub-normal. 

98-3%  girls  are  classed  as  Normal  and  Excellent. 

1-6%  girls  are  classed  as  Sub-normal. 
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Heights  : — 

Boys  reach  or  exceed  the  Anthropometrical  Standard  to  the 
extent  of  7 5 • 9 % . 

Girls  reach  or  exceed  the  Anthropometrical  Standard  to  the 
extent  of  77-9%. 

Weights  : — 

Boys  reach  or  exceed  the  Anthropometrical  Standard  to  the 
extent  of  78-4%. 

Girls  reach  or  exceed  the  Anthropometrical  Standard  to  the 
extent  of  65-2%. 


HEIGHTS. 


Age 

Average 

Beast. 

Greatest. 

Anthropomet- 

Boys. 

in  inches. 

rical  Standard 

9— 

-10 

— 

— 

— 

49-70 

lO- 

-11 

54-2 

51-4 

58-0 

51-84 

ll— 

12 

54-6 

49-6 

61-6 

53-50 

12 — 

13 

56-9 

52-5 

63-3 

54-99 

13— 

14 

59-2 

53-8 

67-2 

56-91 

14— 

-15 

620 

54-6 

69-6 

59-33 

15— 

16 

63-9 

56-6 

69-5 

62-24 

16— 

17 

65*4 

58-6 

72-6 

64-31 

17— 

18 

67-3 

61-4 

73-6 

66-24 

18 

19 

62-4 

60-6 

65*5 

66-96 

19- 

-20 

— 

— 

— 

67-29 

Age 

Average 

Anthropomet- 

Girls. 

in  inches. 

Beast. 

Greatest. 

rical  Standard 

lO- 

11 

54-2 

53-2 

55-3 

51-05 

ll— 

12 

55-7 

51-2 

630 

53  - 10 

12— 

13 

57-0 

50-5 

64-5 

55-66 

13— 

14 

59-5 

5B6 

64-4 

57-70 

14— 

15 

61-3 

56-8 

65-9 

59-80 

15— 

16 

62-0 

50-3 

67-2 

60-93 

16— 

17 

61-9 

56-8 

661 

61-75 

17— 

18 

631 

59-2 

65-7 

62-52 

18— 

19 

61 -4 

60-8 

62 -0 

62-44 

19— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

62-75 
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WEIGHTS. 


Age 

Boys. 

Average 
in  pounds. 

Beast. 

Greatest. 

Anthropomet- 
rical  Standard 

9—10 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

10—11 

68*9 

61-0 

79-4 

60-4 

11—12 

717 

52-6 

87-2 

67-5 

12—13 

78-6 

61-4 

116-7 

72-0 

13—14 

88-8 

65-0 

122-8 

76-7 

14—15 

101-2 

71-4 

149-4 

82-6 

15—16 

110-6 

75-8 

150-0 

92-0 

16—17 

120-0 

86-5 

156-0 

102-7 

17—18 

129-8 

94-5 

149-4 

119-0 

18—19 

101-3 

96-0 

111-0 

130-9 

19—20 

— 

— 

— 

137-4 

Age 

Girls 

Average 
in  pounds. 

Beast. 

Greatest. 

Antliropomet- 
rical  Standard 

10—11 

67-4 

56-1 

77*1 

62-0 

11—12 

74-8 

53-6 

118-0 

68-1 

12—13 

82-0 

54-6 

114-6 

76-4 

13—14 

92-1 

59-5 

139-1 

87-2 

14—15 

106-3 

83-5 

143-0 

96-7 

15—16 

112-0 

48-3 

140-0 

106-3 

16—17 

114-5 

86-7 

142-8 

113-1 

17—18 

117-0 

94-5 

135-6 

115-5 

18—19 

121-4 

119-8 

123-1 

121-1 

19—20 

— 

— 

— 

123-8 

The  cleanliness  of  the  pupils,  with  the  exception  of  10  girls 
was  all  that  could  be  desired. 


The  clothing  and  footgear  of  all  were  satisfactory. 
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TEETH. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Good  

128 

114 

1 Bad  Tooth  

91 

59 

2 Bad  Teeth 

50 

67 

3 Bad  Teeth 

28 

26 

4 Bad  Teeth 

16 

22 

More  than  4 Bad  Teeth  

7 

20 

THROAT  AND  NOSE. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Tonsils  Enlarged  and  Adenoids  

7 

9 

Tonsils  Enlarged  

1 

18 

Tonsils  slightly  enlarged  and  Adenoids 

33 

16 

Had  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  previously 
removed  

17 

8 

Mouth  Breather  

— 

— 

HEARING  AND  EAR  DEFECTS. 


Normal  

Defective  Hearing 

Otorrhoea  

Other  Defects  


Boys.  Girls. 
316  307 

4 1 

2 1 

10  1 


VISION. 

The  vision  was  normal  in  147  boys  and  199  girls. 


The  vision  was  6/6  + 6/9  in 

47 

f ) y y ) 

26 

Wearing  glasses 

51  „ „ 

54 

Strabismus 

4 >,  ,> 

7 

Defective  Vision 

126  „ „ 

83 
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REFERRED  FOR  TREATMENT  AND  OBSERVATION. 


Boys.  Girls. 

Treat-  Observa-  Treat-  Observa 


Malnutrition 

ment. 

tion. 

ment. 

tion 

Skin  Diseases  

— ■ 

- — 

9 

— 

Blepharitis 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Conjunctivitis  

— 

- — 

1 

— 

Other  Eye  Diseases  

1 

— 

— • 

— 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

39 

7 

12 

■ — 

Defective  Hearing  

4 

- — ■ 

1 

— 

Otorrhoea  

2 

— 

2 

— 

Other  Ear  Diseases  

4 

■ — 

— 

— 

Enlarged  Tonsils 

1 

— 

18 

— 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

8 

— 

9 

— 

Other  Throat  and  Nose  Con- 
ditions   

3 

Defective  Speech  

1 

— 

— 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Functional  Heart  Disease  . . . 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

Anaemia  

— 

— 

3 

— 

Bronchitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Chest  Diseases  

- — • 

— 

- — 

— 

Suspected  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis   

1 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets  

Spinal  Curvature  

1 

~~ — ~ 

Other  forms  of  Deformities 

1 

— 

— . 

— 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects... 

— 

— 

3 
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The  chest  conditions  on  the  whole  were  very  satisfactory 
and  the  following  expansions  were  recorded  : — 


Boys 

Girls. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

10—11 

30 

2-2 

11—12  

2-7 

2-6 

12—13  

30 

2-9 

13—14  

3-5 

3-0 

14—15  

3-7 

34 

15—16  

3-7 

3*3 

16—17  

3-7 

3 4 

17—18  

4-0 

3*5 

18—19  

3-5 

4*2 

19—20  

. . . — 

— 

Average 

3-50 

3*20 

SECONDARY  SCHOOL  (Dr.  B.  Sergeant). 

All  the  boys  present  at  the  Secondary  School  were  examined 
in  November. 

Of  the  320  examined  56  (17*5%)  were  referred  for  treatment. 
The  principal  defects  were  as  follow  : — 

Defective  Vision  (uncorrected  and  requiring  treatment)  39 


Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids  9 

Nasal  Obstruction  3 

Middle  Ear  Disease 2 

Deformities  2 

Hearing  Defects  4 


As  will  be  seen  defective  vision  is  by  far  the  commonest, 
accounting  for  12%  of  all  the  boys  in  the  school. 

It  must  be  realised  that  the  figure  given  refers  to  the  number 
of  boys  whose  defective  sight  is  not  remedied  by  suitable  glasses. 
Actually  72  (22-5%)  of  the  boys  in  the  school  have  defective 
sight,  but  many  are  wearing  suitable  glasses. 

In  the  elementary  schools  of  the  Borough  33-6%  of  the 
children  have  defective  vision. 

But  whereas  the  commonest  eye  defect  in  the  elementary 
schools  is  hypermetropia  or  long  sight,  the  commonest  eye  defect 
in  the  Secondary  School  is  myopia  or  short  sight. 


The  prevalence  of  myopia  in  the  Secondary  School  is  no  doubt 
due  to  the  extra  study  done  by  the  pupils.  In  most  cases  the 
degree  of  myopia  is  slight  and  is  easily  corrected  by  glasses. 

Apart  from  defective  eyesight  it  will  be  noted  that  only  17  of 
the  320  boys  were  referred  for  treatment  and  these  mostly  for 
comparatively  trivial  defects. 

With  regard  to  the  deformities  noted,  these  were  also  trivial 
in  nature  and  are  improving  with  remedial  exercises  in  the 
gymnasium. 

Most  of  the  boys  in  the  school  appear  to  look  after  their  teeth 
and  conservative  treatment  seems  to  be  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception,  especially  with  the  older  boys. 

All  cases  of  defect  were  notified  to  the  parent  concerned. 

The  physique  of  the  boys  continues  to  be  excellent  and  the 
effect  of  Well  thought  out  gymnastic  exercises  is  very  apparent. 
Those  who  have  had  an  opportunity  of  watching  a display  by 
these  boys  will  testify  to  this.  One  is  pleased  to  note  that  hand- 
kerchief drill  is  still  rigorously  insisted  on. 

The  average  chest  expansions  for  the  various  ages  this  year 
were  : — 


10 

years  

11 

y y • 

03 

Z4 

y y 

12 

y y • . . . 

3 

y y 

13 

) y 

Q 1 

y 9 

14 

y y 

Q3 

°4 

> y 

15 

y y 

g3 

y y 

16 

y y * * 

Q3 

y y 

17 

y y 

4 

y y 

18 

y y 



y y 

The  average  chest  expansion  of  the  whole  school  is  3|  inches. 

I am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Head  Master  and  to  the  Physical 
Instructor  who  greatly  helped  me  in  my  work  particularly  in 
calling  my  attention  to  certain  defects. 

The  Physical  Instructor  is  always  very  willing  to  co-operate 
with  me  in  treating  those  boys  whose  defects  are  of  such  a nature 
that  they  can  be  remedied  by  gymnasium  work  and  invariably 
asks  my  opinion  as  to  the  condition  of  any  boys  about  whom  he 
is  not  satisfied  or  wants  advice. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  others  of  the  staff  who  helped  me 
in  my  work. 
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SECONDARY  SCHOOL  (Dr.  M.  B.  Herbst). 

308  girls  were  examined  at  the  Secondary  School. 

The  general  standard  of  physique  was  good  as  shown  by  the 
Anthropometrical  Standard  being  reached  or  exceeded  in  height 
by  77*9  per  cent,  and  in  weight  by  65-2  per  cent,  of  the  girls. 

As  the  girls  are  all  examined  each  year,  there  is  an  excellent 
opportunity  of  watching  the  steady  improvement  in  physique  in 
most  of  them. 

The  improvement,  which  takes  place  in  the  hrst  year  after 
admission,  is  very  striking,  this,  no  doubt,  is  due  to  the  regular 
exercises  in  the  gymnasium  and  outdoor  games. 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  girls  with  defective 
vision  : 11  were  referred  for  refraction,  while  a few  girls  who 

were  found  to  be  wearing  unsuitable  glasses,  were  instructed  to 
have  their  eyes  re-examined. 

The  condition  of  the  teeth  was  not  satisfactory,  though 
improved  from  what  it  was  3 or  4 years  ago. 

Several  girls  had  good  teeth  or  showed  evidence  of  dental 
treatment  such  as  extractions  or  fillings. 

Several  girls  who  had  been  referred  for  conservative  treat- 
ment last  year  had  received  same.  There  were  68  girls  who  had 
3 or  more  bad  teeth.  These  girls  were  advised  to  have  their  teeth 
attended  to  immediately,  in  the  hope  that  some  of  the  teeth 
might  be  preserved  by  means  of  fillings. 

It  was  impressed  upon  them  that  they  should  not  allow  their 
teeth  to  get  into  such  a state  of  decay  that  extraction  became 
the  only  possible  method  of  treatment.  The  importance  of  the 
teeth  with  regard  to  good  health  was  explained  to  the  girls. 

Amongst  the  other  defects  were  2 cases  of  slight  enlargement 
of  the  thyroid  gland,  and  27  cases  of  enlarged  tonsils. 

In  addition  there  were  a few  cases  of  minor  ailments. 

In  every  case  where  a defect  was  found,  a letter  was  sent  to 
the  parents  pointing  out  the  nature  of  the  defect  and  the  necessity 
for  treatment. 


Again  I desire  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Education  Com- 
mittee, Director,  and  Staff  for  help  when  required,  and  also 
to  the  teachers  for  their  kindly  assistance  to  myself  and  Staff 
during  the  inspections  at  the  Schools. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  MORRISON  CRAYTON, 

School  Medical  Ofjicer. 
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TABLE  I.— RETURN  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 
A. — Routine  Medicau  Inspections  (Elementary). 


Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Entrants  

1174 

1 108 

2282 

Intermediates  

1011 

967 

1978 

Leavers  

1369 

1169 

2538 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 

313 

196 

509 

B. — Other  Inspections. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Specials  Inspected  at  School  

255 

249 

504 

Specials  Inspected  at  Clinic 

1689 

1398 

3087 

Re-inspection  of  Specials  at  Clinic  ... 

7649 

7435 

15084 

Inspection  of  Children  before  going 

to  ITolidav  Camps  

200 

138 

338 

Re-inspection  of  Children  before  going 

to  Holiday  Camps  

60 

41 

101 

Inspection  of  Children  in  Special  Classes 

for  Backward  Children  

31 

18 

49 

Examinations  of  Mental  Defectives  ... 

37 

24 

61 

Examinations  of  Children  (Free  Meals) 

259 

225 

484 

Examinations  of  Children  (Employment 

• 

of  Children  Byelaws)  — 

81 

10 

91 

14128 

12978 

27106 

Higher  Education. 

Examinations  at  Secondary  School  ... 

320 

308 

628 

Examinations  at  School  outside  the 

Borough  (Training  College)  

— 

25 

25 

320 

333 

653 
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TABLE  II 


(A.)— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAE 
INSPECTION  in  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1933. 


Routine 

Inspections. 

Special  In- 
spections at 
School. 

Special  In- 
spections at 
Clinic. 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of 

Defects 

a 

a 

a 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under  observatic 
but  not  requiring 
Treatment, 

Requiring 

1 Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 
! kept  under  observatic 
i but  not  requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring 

Treatment. 

Requiring  to  be 

kept  under  observatic 

but  not  requiring 

Treatment. 

60 

31 

4 

5 





1 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

55 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

15 

— 

7 

1 

1 

— 

77 

— 

47 

5 

3 

- — - 

290 

] 

28 

14 

5 

4 

214 

- 

56 

25 

10 

7 

58 

— 

16 

2 

2 

— 

233 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

12 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

658 

556 

127 

63 

231 

7 

117 

72 

25 

7 

3 

— 

8 

6 

— 

— 

47 

— 

90 

28 

7 

3 

40 

— 

45 

17 

12 

2 

136 

— 

27 

— 

— 

— 

24 

— 

99 

367 

8 

22 

1 

8 

1 

10 

1 

2 

11 

1 

407 

87 

40 

13 

173 

34 

12 

7 

4 

1 

132 

— 

23 

130 

3 

13 

74 

- 

1 

8 

2 

1 

2 

— 

17 

17 

4 

2 

7 

2 

16 

— 

3 

1 

— 

27 

16 

4 

— 

68 

— 

207 

159 

17 

11 

261 

15 

0 

1 





2 

27 

4 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

4 

1 

— 

7 

— 

4 

6 

1 

1 

3 

. 

4 

5 

2 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

11 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

— 

10 

— 

— 

2 

\ 

3 

1 

— 

45 

59 

4 

8 

3 

— 

12 

16 

3 

5 

1 

— 

14 

12 

4 

6 

12 

- — ■ 

156 

155 

8 

15 

1911 

5 

Defect  or  Disease. 


Skin 


Eye 


J 


Ear 


Nose 

and 

Throat 


Malnutrition  

Ringworm — -Scalp 
Body 

Scabies  

Impetigo  

Other  Diseases  ( Non- 

Tuber  culous)  

Blepharitis 56 

Conjunctivitis  

Keratitis  

Corneal  Opacities 

Defective  Vision  (exclud- 
ing Squint) 

Squint  

Other  Conditions  

f Defective  Hearing  

■<  Otitis  Media  

I Other  Ear  Diseases 

Chronic  Tonsillitis  only . . 

Adenoids  only  

Chronic  Tonsillitis  and 

Adenoids 

Other  Conditions  

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non- 

Tuberculous)  

Defective  Speech  

Heart  Disease 

Organic  

Functional 

Anaemia  

Bronchitis  

Other  Non-Tuberculous 

Diseases  

Pulmonary — Definite  .. 

Suspected  . , 

Non  Pulmonary  : — 

Glands 

Bones  and  Joints  .. 

Skin  

Other  Forms 

Epilepsy 

Chorea 

Other  Conditions  

Rickets  

Spinal  Curvature  

Other  Forms 


Heart  and 
Circulation 


Dungs 


Tuber- 

culosis 


Nervous 

System 


Deform- 
ities 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  (exclud- 
ing Unch 
Diseases) 
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TABLE  II.— (B)  Number  of  Individuae  Children  found  at 
Routine  Medical  Inspection  to  require  Treatment 
(Excluding  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

Number  of  Children. 

Percentage  of 
Children  found 
to  require 
treatment. 

Inspected. 

Found  to 
require 
treatment. 

Prescribed  Groups  : — 

Entrants  

2282 

479 

20-9 

Second  Age  Group 

1978 

572 

28-9 

Third  Age  Group  

2538 

594 

23-4 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups 

6798 

1645 

241 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

509 

109 

21-4 
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TABLE  111. 


RETURN  OF  ARE  EXCEPTIONAR  CHILDREN 

IN  THE  AREA. 

CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 
( i.e combination  of  any  of  the  following) — - 

Blindness  (NOT  Partial  Blindness). 

Deafness  (NOT  Partial  Deafness). 

Mental  Defect. 

Epilepsy. 

Active  Tuberculosis. 

Crippling  (as  defined  in  the  penultimate  category  of  the  Table). 
Heart  Disease. 


At 

Certified 

Schools. 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 

At  Other 
Institu- 
tions. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

Mental  Defective  & 
Spastic  Diplegia... 

— 

1 

— - 

1 

Mental  Defective 
and  Epilepsy 

— 

2 

— ■ 

2 

4 

Mental  Defective 
and  Heart  Disease 

— 

— - 

- — - 

1 

1 

Mental  Defective 
and  Crippled 

— 

— 

1 

5 

6 

Epilepsy  and  Active 
Tuberculosis  

- — - 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

— 1 3 

1 

9 

13 

BLIND  CHILDREN. 

A blind  child  is  a child  who  is  too  blind  to  be  able  to  read  the  ordinary 
school  books  used  by  children. 


At  Certified 

At  Public 

At  Other 

At  no 

Schools  for 
the  Blind. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

9 

1 

— 

— — 

10 

PARTIALLY  BLIND  CHILDREN. 


Children  who,  though  they  cannot  read  ordinary  school  books  or  cannot 
read  them  without  injury  to  their  eyesight,  have  such  power  of  vision  that 
they  can  appropriately  be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially  blind. 

Children  who  are  able  by  means  of  suitable  glasses  to  read  the  ordinary 
school  books  used  by  children  without  fatigue  or  injury  to  their  vision  are 
not  included  in  this  Table. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Blind. 

At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Partially 
Blind. 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 

At  Other 
Institu- 
tions. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institu- 
tion. 

Total. 

3 

— 

56 

— 

3 

62 
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DEAF  CHILDREN. 

A deaf  child  is  a child  who  is  too  deaf  to  be  taught  in  a class  of  hearing 
children  in  an  elementary  school,  i.e.,  children  who  are  so  deaf  that  they 
can  only  be  appropriately  taught  in  a school  for  the  deaf. 


At  Certified 

At  Public 

At  Other 

At  no 

Schools  for 

Elementary 

Institutions. 

School  or 

the  Deaf. 

Schools. 

Institution. 

13 

1 

— 

1 

PARTIALLY  DEAF  CHILDREN. 

Children  who  can  appropriately  be  taught  in  a school  for  the  partially 

deaf. 


At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Deaf. 

At  Certified 
Schools  for 
the  Partially 
Deaf. 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 

At  Other 
Institu- 
tions. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institu- 
tion. 

Total. 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— - 

6 

MENTALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

Feeble-Minded  Children. 

Mentally  Defective  Children  are  children  who,  not  being  imbecile  and 
not  being  merely  dull  or  backward,  are  incapable  by  reason  of  mental  defect 
of  receiving  proper  benefit  from  the  instruction  in  the  ordinary  Public  Ele- 
mentary Schools  but  are  not  incapable  by  reason  of  that  defect  of  receiving 
benefit  from  instruction  in  Special  Schools  for  mentally  defective  children. 

This  category  includes  only  those  children  for  whose  education  and 
maintenance  the  Local  Education  Authority  are  responsible,  and  excludes 
all  children  who  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act. 


At  Certified 

At  Public 

At  no  School 

Schools  for 

Elementary 

At  Other 

or 

Total. 

Mentally  Defec- 
tive Children. 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

institution. 

7 

54 

16 

77 

EPILEPTIC  CHILDREN. 
Children  Suffering  from  Severe  Epilepsy. 


At  Certified 

At  Public 

At  Other 

At  no 

Special 

Schools. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

— 

2 

— 

6 

8 

PHYSICALLY  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

A. — Tuberculous  Children. 

Children  who  are  tuberculous  and  requiring  treatment  for  tuberculosis 
at  a Sanatorium,  a dispensary,  or  elsewhere.  All  other  cases  of  tuberculosis 
regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment  are  recorded  as  delicate 
children. 
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1.  Children  Suffering  from  Puemonary  Tuberculosis 
(including  Pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glands). 


At  Certified 

At  Public 

At  Other 

At  no 

Special 

Schools. 

P'lementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

- — - 

1 

22 

41 

64 

11.  Children  Suffering  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

(This  category  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than  those 
shown  in  (1)  above). 


At  Certified 

At  Public 

At  Other 

At  no 

Special 

Schools. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

— 

23 

17 

24 

64 

E. — Delicate  Children. 

Children  (except  those  included  in  other  groups)  whose  general  health 
renders  it  desirable  that  they  should  be  specially  selected  for  admission  to 
an  Open  Air  School. 


At  Certified 

At  Public 

At  Other 

At  no 

Special 

Schools. 

Elementary 

Schools. 

Institutions. 

School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

— 

192 

1 

22 

215 

C. — Crippled  Children. 

Children  (other  than  those  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  and  in  need  of 
treatment  for  that  disease)  who  are  suffering  from  a degree  of  crippling 
sufficiently  severe  to  interfere  materially  with  a normal  mode  of  life,  i.e., 
children  who  generally  speaking  are  unable  to  take  part,  in  any  complete 
sense,  in  physical  exercises  or  games  or  such  activities  of  the  School  curriculum 
as  gardening  or  forms  of  handwork  usually  engaged  in  by  other  children. 


At  Certified 
Special 
Schools. 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 

At  Other 
Institutions. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

2 

107 

3 

10 

122 

D. — -Children  with  Heart  Disease. 

At  Certified 
Special 
Schools. 

At  Public 
Elementary 
Schools. 

At  Other 
Institutions. 

At  no 
School  or 
Institution. 

Total. 

1 

12 

— 

12 

25 

40 


TABLE  IV. — Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year 

ended  31st  December,  1933. 

Group  I. — Minor  Aiements  (excluding  Uncleanliness  for  which 

see  Group  VI.) 


Disease  or  Defect. 

Number  of  Defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment  during  the  year. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Skin 

Ringworm — Scalp  

52 

1 

53 

Body  

16 

1 

17 

Scabies  

75 

3 

78 

Impetigo  

309 

19 

328 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

158 

87 

245 

Minor  Eye  Defects  

373 

43 

416 

(External  and  other,  but  ex- 

eluding  cases  falling  in  Group 

II). 

Minor  Ear  Defects  

207 

93 

300 

Miscellaneous  (e.g.,  minor  in- 
juries, bruises,  sores,  chil- 

blains,  etc.) 

1458 

54 

1512 

Total  

2648 

301 

2949 
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Group  II.— DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye  Defects 

treated  as  Minor  Ailments — Group  I.) 


NO. 

of  Defects  dealt  with. 

No.  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles 

Jt 

By  Private 
Practitione 

or  at 
Hospital, 
apart  from 
the 

Authority’s 

Scheme. 

Prescribed. 

Obtained. 

Defect  or 

Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Total. 

Under 

the 

Author- 

ity’s 

Scheme. 

Other- 

wise 

Under 

the 

Author- 

ity’s 

Scheme. 

Other- 

wise. 

Errors  of  Refrac- 
tion (including 
squint) 

Other  Defects  or 

Diseases  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding 
those  recorded 
in  Group  I ) 

852 

15 

32 

8 

2 

886 

23 

771 

34 

658 

15 

Total 

867 

40 

2 

909 

Group  III.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THROAT. 

Number  of  Defects. 


Received 

Operative  Treatment. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treat- 
ment. 

Total 

Number 

treated. 

Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme,  in  Clinic 
or  Hospital. 

By  Private  Prac- 
titioner or  Hospital, 
apart  from  the 
Authority’s  Scheme. 

Total. 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

1 

3 

287 

— 

' 2 

1 

11 

— 

3 

4 

298 

— - 

106 

411 

(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only,  (iii)  Tonsils  and  Adenoids,  (iv)  Other  defects  of 

the  nose  and  throat. 


Group  IV.— ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS. 


Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme. 

Otherwise. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non- residen- 
tial treatment 

at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic. 

Residential 

treatment 

with 

education. 

Residential 

treatment 

without 

education. 

Non-Residen- 

tial  treatment 

at  an 

orthopaedic 

clinic. 

Total 

number 

treated. 

Number  of 

Children 

Treated 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

19 

22 
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Group  V. — Dental  Defects. 

(i)  Number  of  children  who  were  : — 

(i.)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : — 

Aged  5 — 

6  1595 

7  1885 

8  1657 

9  1656 


Routine  Age  Groups  Total... 6793 

Specials  2397 

Grand  Total 9190 

(ii.)  Found  to  require  treatment  6520 

(iii.)  Actually  treated  4873 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  (Inspection  129) 

(Treatment  847)  Total  976 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 4996 

(4)  Fillings  (Permanent  Teeth  968) 

(Temporary  Teeth  121)  Total  1089 

(5)  Extractions  (Permanent  Teeth  2098) 

(Temporary  Teeth  5945)  Total  8043 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  29 

(7)  Other  Operations  (Permanent  Teeth  113) 

(Temporary  Teeth  33)  Total  146 


Group  VI. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 


(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  School  Nurses  2*7 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the 

Schools  by  School  Nurses  58314 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  1450 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements 

made  by  the  Focal  Education  Authority  Nil 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  Nil 

(b)  Under  the  School  Attendance  Bye-laws  Nil 
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